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Pentecost Thirteen 
ELW Service of the Word (Spoken Service) 

August 22, 2021 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.  
 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 

creation. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbours. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song              Awake, My Soul, and With the Sun      ELW 557 
 

1 Awake, my soul, and with the sun      3 Lord, I my vows to thee renew. 
 thy daily stage of duty run;   Disperse my sins as morning dew; 
 shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise  guard my first springs of thought and will; 
 to pay thy morning sacrifice.   and with thyself my spirit fill. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  
 

KYRIE                                                                                   pg. 213 
Kyrie eleison:  Lord, have mercy. 
Christe eleison:  Christ, have mercy. 
Kyrie eleison:  Lord, have mercy. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and 
preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading   Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18    (Bible readings are found at the end of this service) 
Psalm    Psalm 84       
Second Reading  Ephesians 6:10-20  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  
(John 6:68) 
 
Gospel Reading  John 6:56-69    
Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day        Blessed Assurance                  ELW 638 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!    3 Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
 Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!  I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
 Heir of salvation, purchase of God,  watching and waiting, looking above, 
 born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.  filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
 

Refrain          Refrain 
 This is my story, this is my song,  This is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Savior, all the day long:  praising my Savior, all the day long: 
 this is my story, this is my song,  this is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Savior all the day long.  praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                                       pg. 217                
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel of 
peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. We pray today for the clergy and people 
of the Meridian Council.  We especially remember the Rev. James DeBeer and the people of 
Starbuck United and the Meridian Parish, for the Rev. Randy Hildebrand and the people of 
Springstein Mennonite Church, for Father Lawrence and Father Mario and the people of St. 
Paul Roman Catholic Church in Starbuck and for Father Gabriel Levesque and the people of 
St. Hyacinthe Roman Catholic Church in La Salle. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-giving 
rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you have provided 
for all your creatures. We ask that you would be especially present with the farmers in our area.  
As well, those who have lost their homes and belongings due to forest fires and flooding.  We 
remember the people of Haiti who are living through the aftermath of the terrible earth quake.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give guidance to 
bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, disaster, and war. We 
especially remember the people of Afghanistan, those who are now refugees in other countries 
and those now living under taliban rule.  We pray for our own country of Canada as we prepare 
for a federal election in September. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and feeling 
abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are persecuted and 
exploited and open us to their cries. We especially pray for all whom you have entrusted to our 
care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life such 
as a new job, new school, or new community.  We especially ask your presence during this 
time as we continue to face the COVID unknown.  Keep us constant in our love and support for 
one another. Sustain enduring friendships and kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you thanks for 
the saints who have gone before us. We ask your presence with the family, friends and 
colleagues of Pastoral Candidate Andrea Grozli, as her life is celebrated and she is laid to rest 
in your loving arms tomorrow.  Renew our confidence in your promise of resurrection and life 
in the world to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE                            
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
it, as the world gives. Let not your hearts be troubled and neither let them be afraid.’ The 
peace of the Lord take hold of you, and those you love always. 

 

THANKSGIVING 
God hears the prayers of all to call out from the heart. 

 

OFFERING 
God has given each one of us to the world as a gift.  The way we use our gifts in service to God 
through service to others, is our gift back to God.   
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER    
Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and fruitful labor. 
Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless and multiply these 
gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                        pg. 221         
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Saviour gave us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 

       on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
       and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
       who trespass against us 
       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 
May the Lord bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
May the Lord look upon you with favor  

and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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Sending Song            O Jesus, I Have Promised                 ELW 810 
1 O Jesus, I have promised  3 Oh, let me hear you speaking 
 to serve you to the end;   in accents clear and still 
 remain forever near me,   above the storms of passion, 
 my master and my friend.   the murmurs of self-will. 
 I shall not fear the battle   Now speak to reassure me, 
 if you are by my side,   to hasten or control; 
 nor wander from the pathway  now speak and make me listen, 
 if you will be my guide.   O Guardian of my soul. 

 
DISMISSAL  
We go in peace, trusting Jesus who walks with us! Thanks be to God.  
 

Go now in peace, never be afraid,  
God will go with you each hour of everyday.  
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true,  
know God will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love, and show you believe,  
reach out to others (by telephone, text, or letter)  
so all the world can see.  
God will be there watching in, around and above,  
Go now in peace, in faith and in love. Amen. 

 
You are invited to open up your videos and offer the other individuals who have gathered 
for worship today a sing of greeting. 
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The First Reading is from Joshua beginning at the 24th chapter and the 1st 
verse.  (Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18) 
 

1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd 
Joshua said to all the people, 14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and 
in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, 
and serve the LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods 
of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve 
the LORD.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve 
other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us 
along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and 
the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we 
also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 84 
 1How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! 
 

 2My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
 

 3Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her     
        young, by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king and my God. 
 

 4Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be praising you.  
 

 5Happy are the people whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 
 

 6Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs, 
  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
 

 7They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
 

 8LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob.  
 

 9Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your anointed. 
 

 10For one day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather  
       stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
 

 11For the LORD God is both sun and shield, bestowing grace and glory; 
  no good thing will the LORD withhold from those who walk with integrity. 
 

 12O LORD of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you!  
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The Second Reading is from Ephesians beginning at the 6th chapter and the 
10th verse. (Ephesians 6:10-20)  
 

10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so 
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against 
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on 
that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt 
of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet 
put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take 
the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil 
one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a 
message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for 
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God 
 
 
 

 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John the 6th chapter (John 6:56-69) 
Glory to You O Lord! 
 

 [Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just 
as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live 
because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these  
 

things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
 

  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept 
it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does 
this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you 
are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from 
the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray 
him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is   
 

granted by the Father.” 
 

  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So 
Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, 
to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know 
that you are the Holy One of God.” 

Praise to You O Christ! 
 


