[bookmark: _Hlk215251965]2025 Proposed Advent Choir Cantata
Advent Four
 December 21, 2025

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
[bookmark: _Hlk215135136]Pastor Debra	The Lord be with you.  Good morning and welcome to our 2025 Advent Choir Cantata.  This is a special joint service of worship prepared by our Starbuck United and Trinity Lutheran congregations.  On this third Sunday in Advent, we lift up the gift of music prepared by our joint choir and handbell choir.  Special thanks to our choir directors Patsy Andrews-Vert and Margaret Porter and to our dedicated musical accompanist Heather Fossay.  Special welcome to the Rev. James deBeer, minister of the United Church Meridian Pastoral Charge.  We will be sharing the worship leadership this morning.  As always, we thank our video technician, our ushers, our piano player and our sound system operator.

Rev. James		In a moment, we will light the fourth candle of Advent.  During the four weeks leading up to Christmas, many denominations share in the weekly lighting of the Advent candles.  It is a tradition that both our congregations hold dear. The season of Advent is observed as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of our Lord at Christmas.  It is a time when we remember that which has already been, and when we look forward to that which is still to come.  We remember our Lord’s birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension and we look forward to Christs second coming.

ENTRANCE HYMN			People Look East			                           ELW 248
    
[bookmark: _Hlk119703470]THE GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.


Greeting
Pastor Debra 	This Morning we remember with joy, God Incarnate.  The one who was and is and is to come.  God who came as a tiny child to bring hope and peace to this broken world.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   

HANDBELLS 	Joyful Joyful 					               Arr A. Sherman 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

[bookmark: _Hlk215135193]Rev. James		Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. On this final Sunday of Advent, we prepare to celebrate the birth Christ.  Jesus is the one born to give us peace and hope.  He is our light in darkness of this world.  Come Lord Jesus.

CHOIR	A Tiny Child Will Come				         Don Besig & Nancy Price





  
OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY   		                   
Pastor Debra 	The Old Testament Prophecy is from the book of the Prophet Isaiah beginning at the 7th chapter and the 10th verse (Isaiah 7:10-16)
	10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”

CHOIR	Advent Candlelight Carol 	Anna Laura Page & Jean Anne Schafferman 
[bookmark: _Hlk208423213](The 1st – 4th	Advent Candles are lit while the hymn is sung)

THE BLESSING 
[bookmark: _Hlk215135263]Rev. James 		Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son, Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and saved us from the power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s birth his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen.

PRAYER 
Pastor Debra 	Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

[bookmark: _Hlk215135344]Pastor Debra 	An important aspect of our Advent preparations is remembering the story of God with us as it is revealed to us in the birth, life, death and resurrection of Christ our Lord.  As we remember this story, we remember the many figures which bring importance to it.  
[bookmark: _Hlk208598033]
This is the story of Joseph, Mary’s fiancé 
Rev. James 		My name is Joseph.  I am a carpenter, a trade I learned from my father. I have worked at this for many years and take pride in my work. I fear God, pray often, have attended the synagogue schools and I worship at least once a week. With this said!  O God, do I have a story to share! 

[bookmark: _Hlk208573757]Pastor Debra 	A reading from the Gospel of Luke the first chapter. (Luke 1:26-33)
	26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will have no end.” 

CHOIR	Christmas Angels		                            Jonas Myron & Michael W. Smith 
     Arr John Leavit

Pastor Debra 	A reading from the Gospel of Luke the first chapter. (Luke 1:34-35)
	34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’* 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born* will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 

Rev. James 		I was engaged to a beautiful young woman of faith --- Mary.  I loved her dearly. We had plans to be married.  We were very happy and all was going well. Then suddenly, it seemed almost overnight, Mary began acting strangely. When I asked her what was going on, she tried to tell me that an angel, the angel Gabriel had appeared to her. She said the angel had told her that she was going to have a baby.  She – my Mary! The angel told her that she had found favour with God. --- The God of our ancestors --- of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  God had chosen her to be the mother of the promised Messiah. The Messiah!  The one chosen to bring love and peace to our broken world.  He would be both light to a world lost in the night and the love we had been waiting for --- praying for --- longing for.  SERIOUSLY!  
[bookmark: _Hlk209002747][bookmark: _Hlk208574439]
[bookmark: _Hlk213316933]HYMN		  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came		                          ELW 250

Pastor Debra 	A reading from the Gospel of Luke the first chapter. (Luke 1:36-38)
36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 

Rev. James 		Mary found it difficult to talk to me about her pregnancy. I guess I didn’t make it very easy for her. When she said something about her child being conceived by the Holy Spirit --- well! I know that Mary loved God deeply.  She was among the most faithful in our village.  She wanted to serve God in any way she could. But Come On!  Having God’s baby?  This was beyond my comprehension --- my understanding.  I told her that I would not make a public fuss.  I did not want to see her hurt.
After a while, Mary decided to take a trip.  Just to get away.  She went to visit her cousin Elizabeth.  She was gone about three months. I think she needed a relative outside of our village to talk to. Elizabeth was a wise, devout, tenderhearted person.  Mary really respected her.  -------- In truth, Elizabeth and her husband Zechariah at that same time were going through some amazing things themselves.  

CHOIR	He Will be the Love			                             Ruth Elaine Schram

Pastor Debra 	A reading from the Gospel of Luke the first chapter. (Luke 1:39-45, 56
[bookmark: _Hlk214982160] In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’  --- And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her home.
[bookmark: _Hlk215140418]Rev. James 		When Mary came back, she told me that Elizabeth --- Elizabeth in her old age was pregnant as well. She was carrying the baby who was to prepare the way for her baby.  God’s baby.  Soon to be our baby.  She told me that when Elizabeth saw her. --- Greeted her. --- The babe leaped for joy in Elizabeth’s womb. I myself was speechless! 
Mary and I talked some more.  She was so sincere and pleaded with me to believe her. When I said I didn’t understand --- I could not understand what she was talking about, she just cried. We were both deeply troubled by the way things were going.  
All this was very much on my mind for days.  I was preoccupied with it and torn in many directions. I was sure that quietly calling the marriage off was the right thing to do. I still loved Mary deeply and I wanted to make things as easy for her as I could. All that I could do after that was pray.  I asked God for understanding and peace.

CHOIR	Pacem  			                                           Arr Patrick M. Liebergen

Pastor Debra      A reading from the Gospel of Matthew the first chapter.    (Matt 1:18-23)
When Jesus’s mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

Rev. James 		Soon after I made my decision, I had an astounding dream. There was a very bright light; it was like the glory of the Lord shining around me. Then an angel appeared and called my name, Joseph! I was very scared. The angel went on to confirm exactly what Mary had been trying to tell me. The child in Mary’s womb was conceived by God through the Holy Spirit. We were to name the boy Jesus, because he would grow up to be the Savior of the world. I admit that this was too deep to fathom, but I knew now what I had to do. In spite of all my fear, doubt and anxiety, I chose to believe and trust God. I wanted to serve God in any way I could. We were to have a son.  God’s son and we would call this special baby Jesus

CHOIR		Call the Baby Jesus  		                                     Michael Barrett

Rev. James 		I went to see Mary immediately and told her about the angel’s message in my dream. It was all very clear to me know. I assured Mary that I loved her very much and apologized for doubting her story. We tried to imagine together what it would be like for us to be the parents of the Savior of the world. That was incredible and frightening. We prayed for God’s help and began to make some plans.
	Just before Mary was to give birth to Jesus, I had to return to my ancestral home to take part in a government census.  We had to travel all the way to Bethlehem.  The place was crowed when we arrived.  There was no room for us in any Inn but one of the inn keepers had a stable.  It was safe and warm.  That is where our miracle baby was born.  Soon after he was born, shepherds came.  They also had been visited by angels who told them where we could be found.  It was an incredible night.  

[bookmark: _Hlk208575915]CHOIR		The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy                      Nancy Price & Don Besig

Pastor Debra     	A reading from the Gospel of Luke the second chapter. (Luke 2:8-14)
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

[bookmark: _Hlk215248884]CHOIR  		Song of the Shepherds                                                       Lloyd Larson

Rev. James 		Neither of us fully ever understood why we had been chosen by God.  We believed God would be with us and God would show us the way. God never let us down.
My name is Joseph and I am a simple carpenter.  Just as Mary was chosen by God, I also was chosen for a special role. My role like Mary’s was a servant role, It was not always easy for us, especially when Jesus was a baby.  Do you know what this experience has taught me?  I would sooner be a servant in my Lord’s heavenly house, than a prince or king anywhere else. 

CHOIR		A Servant in Your Heavenly House                                    Pepper Chaplin

God has a plan for each one of us in life, fulfilling that plan takes a lot of faith and many conversations with God.  Believing friends, also help.  Mary had it right when she said, ‘Here am I, Lord, use me in any way that You can.’ That is where we begin, continue and end.  This is my ‘God with us’ story, what is yours?

OFFERING HYMN		Here I Am Lord						    ELW 574

Offertory Prayer
Pastor Debra	God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Rev. James		Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.		                 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
       and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
       who trespass against us
       and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HANDBELLS	Prince of Peace 						     Arr Bill Ingram


THE SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Blessing
Pastor Debra	The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier be with you and remain with you always. Amen.

CHOIR	Merrily on High			                                                   Jay Althouse

Dismissal
Rev. James		Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Now, go in peace, love one another. Thanks be to God.
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