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December 14, 2025
ADVENT THREE
Children’s Worship Service
Service of Holy Baptism – Word and Prayer
December 14, 2025

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Song            He Came Down						    ELW 253  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

The Prophecy Candle 
[bookmark: _Hlk212019735]Quinn On the first Sunday of Advent, the first blue candle is lit.  The candles are blue to remind us of the kingship of Jesus.  This candle is typically called the ‘Prophecy candle’ in remembrance of the prophets, primarily Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Christ.

Mackenzey It has also been called the candle of hope.
(The first candle is lit on the Advent wreath.)

[bookmark: _Hlk212019907]The Bethlehem Candle
Logan On the second Sunday of Advent, the second blue candle is lit.  This candle is typically called the ‘Bethlehem candle’ symbolizing Christ’s manger.

Edison It has also been called the candle of love.
(The second candle is lit on the Advent wreath.)

The Shepherds Candle
Jordan On the third Sunday of Advent, the third blue candle is lit.  This candle is typically called the ‘Shepherds candle’ and it represents joy.

Bentley It has also been called the candle of joy. 
(The third candle is lit on the Advent wreath.)

The Angels Candle
Jack On the fourth and final Sunday of Advent, which won’t be until next week, the fourth blue candle is lit.  This candle is typically called the ‘Angels candle’ and it represents proclamation and peace.

Mackenzey It has also been called the candle of peace.

Children sing ‘Light the Advent Candle Song’
Kids sit down

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
HOLY BAPTISM

Presentation										       pg. 227
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.
Hannah and Jake S. - We present Enzo Michael to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.

Taylor and Mikhail F. Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child baptized into Christ?
Taylor and Mikhail - We do.

As you bring Enzo to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities
to live with him among God's faithful people, 
bring him to the Word of God and the Holy Supper,
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer,
so that Enzo may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.
[bookmark: _Hlk172298319]
Do you promise to help Enzo grow in the Christian faith and life?
Taylor and Mikhail - We do.

[bookmark: _Hlk172298234]Hannah and Jake, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
Hannah and Jake - We do. 

People of God, do you promise to support Enzo and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
Response:	We do.

Profession of Faith									       pg. 229
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response:	I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response:	I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response:	I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at the Font									       pg. 230
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Baptism 											       pg. 230
Enzo Michael, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.
The Baptismal Garment
Presented by  
Baptised into union with him, we have all put on Christ as a garment. Enzo Michael, put on this robe, for in baptism you have been clothed into the righteousness of Christ, who calls you to his great feast. 

The Anointing with Oil
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Enzo with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Enzo Michael, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME

The Baptismal Candle
Presented by  
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.                                                                                        
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Hymn			We Are Baptised in Christ Jesus				     ELW 451

Sharing of the Peace 				           			        
The peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

SUSAN’S CLASS		Count the weeks till Jesus comes
				Each week we add another light
				Our hope for Jesus growing bright
				We pray, we share, we do our part
				To welcome Jesus to our heart

Special Music		Mary Had a Baby				                      Brennan R.

Ronan - Joseph
At Advent we remember everything that happened before Jesus came as a baby and what he promised will happen when he comes again.  The candles help us to remember that he brought hope, love, joy and peace.  

[bookmark: _Hlk212485763]Mason - Wiseman
At Christmas we celebrate Jesus’ birthday and the truth that he will come again.  When Jesus comes again, he will bring hope, love, joy and peace and there will be nothing but light.  

Sylvie - Mary
The light that will be here for everyone is like the light that baby Enzo just got when he was baptized.  It means that Jesus light shines in us and around us.  Nothing in this world can put it out.  This is also why Jesus came.  He came to bring a special light that shines in the darkness. 

Naomi - Angel
How do you know so much about this?
[bookmark: _Hlk212488243]
Nolan - Shepherd
The whole story is right here in the bible.  Right here in the Gospel of Luke.
[bookmark: _Hlk212486943]Henry - Shepherd
Before Mary’s cousin Elizabeth had her special baby.  (That part of the Christmas story you can hear about at another time.) An Angel, the Angel Gabriel came and told Mary that God wanted her to give birth to God’s son.  She was to call him Jesus and he would be the Savior of the world.  Mary was very happy that God chose her.

Children Sing ‘Christmas Bells’

Henry - Shepherd
The whole story is right here in the Bible.  Grandma, can you share it?

Grandma 1
Mary was engaged to the carpenter Joseph.  After she told him that she was going to give birth to God’s son, the angel Gabriel appeared to him.  The angel told him Mary was telling him the truth.
Just before Mary was going to give birth an order was given by the Emperor Augustus that everyone had to go back to their home towns to be registered. Joseph took Mary from their home in Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem.  
While they were there, she gave birth to Jesus and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Special Music		Away in a Manger				                          Quinn R.

Grandma 2
We find it right here in the Gospel of Luke. May I read it to you?

Luke 2:8-20		
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

Special Music		Angels We Have Heard On High			        Cara Z.

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So, they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Children Sing ‘C is for the Christ Child’

Grandma 1
That is the whole story.  The wise men still have to come but not until Epiphany.  That is another story.  But wait and listen.  This is the music you will hear when they come.

Special Music		We Three Kings of Orient Are				    Ronan Z.  

THANKSGIVING
God hears the prayers of all to call out from the heart.
 
Offering		Children Sing their Sunday school offering Song                                                                                                                                             

Prayer for the Church
Dear God, thank You for Your love at this special Christmas time. 

Thank You for baby Jesus and the thoughts of angels singing. We hope everyone can remember that this wonderful time of year is all about You. 

Thank you for the lights, the decorations, and the songs that we sing. 

Thank You for the good food and time with our family. Please don’t let anyone feel alone.

With everything going on, help us to remember, this season is all about You. In Your name we pray. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer				                             				        pg. 221
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,
       on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
        Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
       who sin against us.
       Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. May Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Song	  Silent Night Children sing verses 1 & 2 alone                           ELW 281

Dismissal
Go in peace, be nice to one another and those you meet and tell everyone what God has done. 
Thanks be to God.
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