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December 21, 2025
ADVENT FOUR
Service of Holy Communion – WOV Setting Five
December 21, 2025

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The Confession and Forgiveness
All make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Long-expected God,
we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Saviour. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

Old Testament Prophecy

The Old Testament Prophecy is from the book of the prophet Isaiah beginning at the 7th chapter and the 10th verse (Isaiah 7:10-16)
10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God

The Blessing (Pastor Debra)
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son, Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and saved us from the power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s birth
his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen.
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 						  WOV 630
(This is played while the 4 Advent Candles are lit by Adam and Shayna Azarov)

PRAYER (Pastor Debra)
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Entrance Hymn	        Soon and Very Soon	                                  WOV 744 vs 1&2

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

[bookmark: _Hlk216766106]Second Reading	Romans 1:1-7

Gospel Acclamation									          pg. 31
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Reading	Matthew 1:18-25		
Sermon 				 

Hymn of the Day 		The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 	               WOV 632                 

The Prayers
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await God’s Day of restoration.
A brief silence.

Call your church into holy fellowship as we await the restoration of all things. Center us on your promise to come among us and make all things new. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Restore peace to nations in conflict, teach righteousness to corrupt leaders and systems, and bring stability to areas facing uncertain futures. We especially pray for those in the Middle East, the Ukraine, Haiti and Russia. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Enrich the spirits of all who feel hopeless, fearful, or despairing. Stay close to those who await healing or relief. Deliver all in any need. We especially pray for those whom you have entrusted to our care.  Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You have sent out your angels and gathered your faithful people from every time and place, calling them into one fellowship of saints. Bless the witness of those who dwell in your eternal presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and everlasting mercy. Amen.




MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Sharing of the Peace 				           			        
The peace of the Lord take hold of you, and those you love always.

Presentation of the Gifts							        		         pg. 34

Offertory									                               pg. 35
Offertory Prayer								                    	         pg. 35
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Dialogue 											          pg. 36
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer                                                          		                               pg. 39
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Prayer for Those on Line
Dear Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We love you above all things, and desire you within us. Since those who are with us on line cannot now receive you sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into their hearts. Unite them to you, together with all your faithful people, and enfold them with your grace. We pray this prayer with all your people around your Holy altar. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come for all things have been made ready.  These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

Agnus Dei										                    pg. 39
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Post-Communion Canticle								         pg. 40
Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev’ryone what God has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name.
Send us with your promises, O God, and lead us forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia.

Post-Communion Prayer							                                g. 41
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen.

SENDING
[bookmark: _Hlk215133344]God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier be with you and remain with you always. Amen.

Sending Song		Soon and Very Soon				  WOV 744 vs 3&4

Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Now, go in peace, tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God.




































The Old Testament Prophecy is from the book of the prophet Isaiah beginning at the 7th chapter and the 10th verse (Isaiah 7:10-16)
10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God




The Second Reading is from Romans beginning at the 1st chapter and the 1st verse. 
(Romans 1:1-7)

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including you who are called to belong 

to Jesus Christ,

  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God




The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 1st chapter (Matthew 1:18-25)
Glory to You O Lord!

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.
Praise to You O Christ.
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