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	A Message from Pastor Debra:
As I write this, we here at Trinity are just a few days from Palm Sunday 2026.  We are on the threshold of Holy Week and the celebration of Easter.  In the last while, I have heard many people, myself included, comment on the need for spring.  Although we had a lengthy autumn, the winter has seemed long and uncertain.
In truth, the word Lent is derived from an old English word for spring, recognizing that Lent is the time of year when our natural world changes from the somber whites, greys and browns of winter to the bright greens of new life in spring. While Lent is a time of personal preparation in which we endeavor yet again, to make our lives right with God.  It is also to be an intentional journey into the heart of God, for the purpose of allowing God to journey deep within our own broken hearts, gently bringing us to life again.  
For many, the season of Lent, or their season of Lent, often does not happen when the church observes this ‘purple period of time’.  It happens when we are going through a personal crisis or when we ourselves are walking with a loved one during their last days of life, or when we are facing death ourselves.  Death can come to us in many ways and forms.  We forget that with death often, new life and new beginnings are ushered in.  
Over the years, I have known many people in various stages of life.  It has been my privilege to serve God through service to God’s people and walk with them, wherever and whenever I have found them.  I cannot tell you how blessed I have been to do this.  Over the years, I have discovered that there are so many very good people.  Each of them, in their own way, have reflected the face of Christ for ma and for others.  
I particularly remember one individual whose name was Mitzi.  She was middle aged when I met her and quite wealthy.  She lived somewhere in the Washington, DC area.  She volunteered on a regular basis at a shelter for homeless women about five blocks from the White House.  I came to know her during one of my internships when I was preparing to be a Parish Deaconess.  I had been sent to Washington to serve at Luther Place, the homeless shelter (it is now called the North Street Mission).  Mitzi was among the first people I met.
Mitzi was one of the nicest dressed individuals I had ever met.  She always looked like she was prepared to go to a fancy event or party. Twice a week, she would volunteer at the shelter.  As I think of her, I can see her in the small office where women would come to have their physical needs met.  It was Mitzi’s job to check the woman’s feet.  
I can picture her, all dressed up, sitting on a stool before the chair on which one of our homeless guests sat. She would carefully remove the person's shoes and socks, check them out for any cut’s, sores or worse injuries.  She would then place those feet in a basin of warm water, after which she would carefully wash them and take a towel to dry them off.  All the while, she would talk gently to the guest.  When the person's feet were washed, she would care for the sores and bandage them.  This ritual would always end with the gift of a clean, white pair of socks. 
I once asked Mitzi why she came to the shelter each week.  She told me that she ‘figured she had a better chance of running into Jesus there than in any other place.’ That was all she said. I watched her week after week for the time that I was there. When I think of her now, I believe that I was not only seeing Christ in the strangers that she served, as she did herself.  I was also seeing Christ in her.  I was seeing Christ in her as I watched her find a deeper meaning in her life through her service to others.
Jesus is our tangible example for what unconditional love and sacrificial service to others looks like.  As we live again this year, through the last week of his life, may we take time to gaze upon the holiness of our Lord.  Gazing upon him, may we offer our deep love and gratitude to our Creator God for sending him to us, A Blessed Holy Week to each of you.  Happy Easter.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Duties and Responsibilities of the Sunday Ushers:[image: ][image: ]

BEFORE THE SERVICE  
1. Put up the hymn numbers
2. Turn off the fan in the sanctuary
3. Light the candles on the altar
4. Turn on the Lectern Light
5. Fold the bulletins
6. Hand out the bulletins
7. Ring the Bells (Begin ringing the bells 5 minutes before the service.  Let them ring between 15 and 20 times
8. Take the offering plate to the altar at the time of the offering
9. Count the number of people in church.
AFTER THE SERVICE
10. Check the number who have joined us online and write it on the calendar provided on the bulletin board.
11. Extinguish the candles on the altar
12. Put left over bulletins in the recycling bin in the cloak room
13. Check the pews for any garbage

Offering Envelopes:[image: ][image: ][image: ]


We kindly ask that you please complete the date, name and address portions of each offering envelope used. This is a CRA requirement for all charitable donations. This also helps to make the Sunday morning count run smoothly. 

Please also note that all cheques must be made payable to Trinity Lutheran Church. It is not necessary and adds confusion when the word 'Starbuck' is added to this line.
We are deeply grateful for your continued and generous support of the work and ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church.
Treasurer Report:

Although giving was lower than expected in February, this is fairly typical early in the year with Total income 21% below budget, somewhat offset by Total expenses 9% below budget as well.[image: ]
	 
	Jan - Feb 26
	YTD Budget

	Total Income
	$18,390
	$23,379

	Total Expense
	$25,237
	$27,835

	Net Income
	-$6,847
	-$4,456



April Church Cleaning Schedule:[image: ]

March 30-April 5: Mark & Angela F.
April 6-12: Stuart & Elaine J.
April 13-19 Lyle & Susan B.
April 20-26: Brad & Susan R.
April 27-May 3: Wayne & Shirley P.
Readings for April 2026:

April 2, 2026			Maundy Thursday
First Reading			Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14
Psalm				Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
Second Reading		           1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Gospel			           John 13:1-17, 31b-35

April 3, 2026			Good Friday
First Reading	 		Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Gospel Reading		            The Passion According to John (8 readers)	

April 5, 2026			Easter Sunday
Processional Gospel	            Matthew 28:1-10
First Reading			Acts 10:34-43[image: ]
Psalm				Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Second Reading		            1 Corinthians 15:19-25
Gospel Reading		            John 20:1-18

April 12, 2026		            Easter 2
First Reading			Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm				Psalm 16
Second Reading		            1 Peter 1:3-9
Gospel Reading		            John 20:19-31

April 19, 2026		            Easter 3
First Reading			Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm				Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
Second Reading		           1 Peter 1:17-23
Gospel Reading		           Luke 24:13-35

April 26, 2026		            Easter 4
First Reading			Acts 2:42-47[image: ]
Psalm				Psalm 23
Second Reading		            1 Peter 2:19-25
Gospel Reading		            John 10:1-10
Readers Needed:

We are so blessed to have so many congregational members who are actively volunteering in many ways on different committees for the church. We are in need of weekly volunteers to be a reader for our services. The Volunteer Services link is on the website and we encourage you to go on and sign up for being a part of the service.
TLC Book Club:

The TLC Book Club will meet again on Wednesday April 15, 2026 at 1:30 pm at the home of Becki Ammeter. The book we are reading is 'Finding Flora' by Elinor Florence. If you are interested in participating, please see or call Pastor Debra at the church (204) 735-2503 or on her cell phone at (204) 807-1709.[image: ]
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	[bookmark: _heading=h.npk3ser30pwz][bookmark: _heading=h.pqkso2d45tag]A message from the Editor:

Hello everyone! If ever you have anything you would like included in upcoming newsletters, please email me at: briannahoude@gmail.com Happy Easter! :)
-Brianna

[bookmark: _heading=h.uu9mozhjpj9m]2026 Sunday School Easter Club:

On Sunday March 22, 2026 following the worship service, the children of our Sunday school took part in our annual Easter club in the parish hall.  Once again, the children learned about the events of Holy week.  This year we focused on Palm Sunday.  During the season of Lent, the children have been doing work in a little book titled ‘Kids Celebrate Lent and Easter’.  This little booklet covers everything from Ash Wednesday through Easter to Pentecost.  
After hearing about Palm Sunday, they enjoyed a special sweet treat of creating their own Palm Sunday sundaes, with each ingredient representing a different part of the story.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.hbgfaz2wvvz6][image: ]                                      [image: ]
Music Sunday- May 10, 2026- Mother’s Day:
[bookmark: _heading=h.wx59xyhgz506]
While music Sunday is still a few weeks away, this is a reminder that it will be happening once again this year.  If you play an instrument or sing, you are encouraged to consider participating in this special congregational event.  A signup sheet will be placed on the bulletin board in the narthex of the church toward the end of April.  Don’t be shy.  Come on forward and let us celebrate with you the musical gifts God has blessed you with.

                                                                                  
[image: ]Martin, the Missionary Church Mouse 
 A TRUE FRIEND IS SOMEONE WHO THINKS YOU’RE A GOOD EGG, EVEN IF YOU’RE CRACKED!
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