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	[bookmark: _heading=h.npk3ser30pwz]A Message from Pastor Debra:

The story is told of a certain church marketing newsletter where a campaign was developed to attract people to church for Palm Sunday and Easter. In their public relations campaign, it was suggested that the cross be removed from the altar. You see, a survey had revealed that the cross was one of those symbols that a new generation of churchgoers considered too depressing. They just wanted to focus on happy thoughts of new life at Easter.  A Pastor having been consulted for the campaign gave his full endorsement of this new practice. ‘This year we are going to focus on the Resurrection of Jesus and not on his death.’  ‘This year we will move directly from Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, with a slight footnote of recognition of his last supper and death on the cross, (‘Very Slight’) so we can move right to the resurrection party.’ 

A ‘very slight’ footnote for the events of Holy Week?  Highlighting Easter without much acknowledgement of the cross?  Is it possible to have resurrection without crucifixion? 

For me, the answer is a definitive ‘No’! In truth, the entire gospel is distorted when the crucifixion of our Lord is given a mere footnote in the resurrection account. It is distorted when we decide to look upon the events of Good Friday with a mere slight glimpse.  The events of Good Friday and Easter Sunday go hand in hand.  You cannot have one without the other.  The road to the empty tomb will forever pass by a cross. The one who is raised from the dead is none other than our crucified Lord. So, Easter without the cross is a hoax.  

Reflecting upon this, there are three days that we often want to pass over, or at the very least, merely glimpse during the season of Lent.  They are lifted up for us during Holy Week and they are given significance in our Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.  These three central days reflect Jesus’ own words to his disciples that he would be handed over to death, and ‘after three days he would rise again’. The Three Days include the time from Maundy Thursday evening through Good Friday, to the Vigil of Easter. These three services unfold as a single worship service, lifting up the passage from Christ’s resolve to do God’s will, through his agonizing humiliation, torture and death, before rising to new life on Easter Sunday.  The word Tridium is the liturgical word for these three days.  Tridium simply means that from the end of the Maundy Thursday service to after the celebration of Easter, there is no prelude, introductory Greeting or Benediction.  It is one continuous service. 

In many Lutheran congregations where the Easter Vigil service is not observed on Saturday night, it is combined with the service on Easter Sunday morning. This includes the reading of the ‘Easter Gospel Story’, the bringing forth of the ‘New Light of Christ’, the pronouncement of ‘The Easter Proclamation’ and the celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  The Holy week services, including Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem with the waving of palms to the Tridium and the celebration of Easter, are a rich part of our Lutheran worship practice and tradition. 

These services have always been extremely meaningful to me, as they enable me each year to catch a glimpse of the depth and breath of divine love that our Creator God has for each one of us.  What happened to Jesus and subsequently happens to us as a result of his great sacrifice on the cross, is not fake news. 

What happened to Jesus during that first Holy Week also, was no walk in the park.  Consider for a moment what Jesus was willing to do for our salvation.  The cost that he was willing to pay was personal humiliation, agony and death. Although we often want to skip these three particular Holy Days, our Lord’s great sacrifice for us is worth setting some time aside to consider.  Have you ever thought about what we are actually doing when we choose to skip these days?

You will be encouraged this year in your family and friend circles to acknowledge the Vigil of Easter, the passing from Good Friday to Easter Sunday morning as a family devotional time in your own homes.  To this end, a small packet will be given to you on Palm Sunday, with a small cross, a rock, a candle and an order of worship, so you can acknowledge for yourselves the passing of our Lord’s death into resurrection life.

I wish you all a transformational, Lenten season, Easter and Holy Week.

Blessings to you and yours,
Pastor Debra 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
[bookmark: _heading=h.xyzy3wi75pba]Duties and Responsibilities of the Sunday Ushers:[image: ][image: ]

BEFORE THE SERVICE  
1. Put up the hymn numbers
2. Turn off the fan in the sanctuary
3. Light the candles on the altar
4. Turn on the Lectern Light
5. Fold the bulletins
6. Hand out the bulletins
7. Ring the Bells (Begin ringing the bells 5 minutes before the service.  Let them ring between 15 and 20 times
8. Take the offering plate to the altar at the time of the offering
9. Count the number of people in church.
AFTER THE SERVICE
10. Check the number who have joined us online and write it on the calendar provided on the bulletin board.
11. Extinguish the candles on the altar
12. Put left over bulletins in the recycling bin in the cloak room
13. Check the pews for any garbage

[bookmark: _heading=h.jhlt3799acat][image: ][image: ][image: ]Offering Envelopes:


We kindly ask that you please complete the date, name and address portions of each offering envelope used. This is a CRA requirement for all charitable donations. This also helps to make the Sunday morning count run smoothly. 

Please also note that all cheques must be made payable to Trinity Lutheran Church. It is not necessary and adds confusion when the word 'Starbuck' is added to this line.
We are deeply grateful for your continued and generous support of the work and ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church.


[bookmark: _heading=h.2uazdjwe20ru]Treasurer Report:

Income is down a bit for January, primarily due to services cancelled on Jan 18th with the blizzard.
[image: ]
	 
	Jan -Jan 26
	YTD Budget

	Total Income
	$8,067
	$11,689

	Total Expense
	$12,961
	$13,913

	Net Income
	-$4,894
	-$2,223



[bookmark: _heading=h.99n0stvlf5ut]March Church Cleaning Schedule:[image: ]

February 23-March 1: Bev & Janet A.
March 2-8: Bev & Janet A.
March 9-15: Johannes & Monika Z.
March 16-22: Brett & Liza R.
March 23-29: Stuart & Elaine J.
March 30-April 5: Mark & Angela F.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gr7gxo69k5ev]Readings for March 2026:

March 1, 2026		Lent 2
First Reading		Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm			Psalm 121
Second Reading		Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Gospel Reading		John 3:1-17 
[image: ]
March 8, 2026 		Lent 3
First Reading		Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm			Psalm 95
Second Reading		Romans 5:1-11
Gospel Reading		John 4:5-42 

March 15, 2026	Lent 4
First Reading		1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm			Psalm 23
Second Reading		Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel Reading 		John 9:1-41

March 22, 2026	Lent 5
First Reading		Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm			Psalm 130
Second Reading		Romans 8:6-11
Gospel Reading		John 11:1-45

March 29, 2026	Palm Sunday
Processional Gospel	Matthew 21:1-11
First Reading		Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm			Psalm 31:9-16
Second Reading		Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel Reading		Matthew 26:14-46

[bookmark: _heading=h.r8vupxwiy6mw]Holy Week Readings for March 2026:

Monday of Holy Week			                                		       Isaiah 42:1-9
                                                                                                 	       John 12:1-11
Prayer of the Day
God of steadfast love, light of the blind and liberator of the oppressed, we see your holy purpose in the tender compassion of Jesus, who calls us into new and living friendship with you. May we, who take shelter in the shadow of your wings, be filled with the grace of his tender caring? May we, who stumble in selfish darkness, see your glory in the light of his self-giving? Amen.

Tuesday of Holy Week				                     		         Isaiah 49:1-7
                                                                                                  	      John 12:20-36
Prayer of the Day
Holy and immortal God, from earliest times you have named us and called us into discipleship. Teach us to follow the One whose light scatters the darkness of our world that we may walk as children of the light. Amen.

Wednesday of Holy Week				            	       Isaiah 50:4-9a
                                                                                                  	      John 13:21-32
Prayer of the Day
Troubled God, in every generation you call your people to contend against the brutality of sin and betrayal. Keep us steadfast even in our fear and uncertainty that we may follow where Jesus has led the way. Amen.

Maundy Thursday					                 	     Exodus 12:1-14
                                                                                            	       John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Prayer of the Day
Lord Jesus, on this night when You instituted the Holy Eucharist and the priesthood, we thank You for the gift of Your Body and Blood, given for our salvation. Help us to receive You worthily and to serve others as You served Your disciples. May we always remember Your commandment to love one another as You have loved us. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
      
Good Friday					                                 Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12                            
                                                                                             	             John 18:1—19:42
Prayer of the Day 
Lord Jesus, as we contemplate Your suffering and death on the cross, we are overwhelmed by the depth of Your love for us. Help us to understand that You died for our sins and to respond with gratitude and love. May Your sacrifice inspire us to carry our own crosses with courage and faith. Amen. 
We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You, because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world.

Holy Saturday				                                   Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24                               
                                                                                             	                  John 19:38-42
Prayer of the Day 
Lord Jesus, on this day when Your body lay in the tomb, we wait in hope for Your glorious resurrection. Help us to trust in Your promises and to believe that death is not the end. May we use this time of waiting to prepare our hearts to celebrate Your victory over death. Amen.[image: ]







[bookmark: _heading=h.fyzzjvt5ke9u]Prayer for the Beginning of Lent:

Bishop Jason wrote that, ‘As we enter the season of Lent, may the words of this hymn be our prayer together as a Synod.’

Eternal Lord of love, behold your church[image: ]
walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent,
led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,
moved by the love and toward your presence bent
far off yet here—the goal of all desire.

So daily dying to the way of self,
so daily living in the way of love,
we walk the road, Lord Jesus, that you trod,
knowing ourselves baptized into your death;
so we are dead and live with you in God.

If dead in you, so in you we arise,
you the firstborn of all the faithful dead;
and as through stony ground the green shoots break,
glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flow'r,
so into life and glory shall we wake.

[bookmark: _heading=h.pqkso2d45tag]A Message from the Editor:

Hello everyone! If ever you have anything you would like included in upcoming newsletters, please email me at: briannahoude@gmail.com :)
-Brianna

[bookmark: _heading=h.uu9mozhjpj9m]2026 Midweek Lenten Services:

This year the theme for our midweek Lenten services will be Conversations with Jesus. The Sunday lectionary for Lent in Year A reveals Jesus in conversation with both friends and adversaries. Lent’s first Sunday finds him confronting God’s ancient adversary in Matthew’s account of the temptation. The second Sunday presents Jesus’ interaction with the seeker, Nicodemus, who is perhaps not ready to make a commitment to following this new teacher. The third, fourth, and fifth Sundays are full of intriguing conversation partners for Jesus: the Samaritan woman at the well, the man who received his sight, Martha and Mary after the death of their brother Lazarus.  
This year our services will be online and available by 12:00 noon each Wednesday. A link for the service will be sent to you prior to the service. These services will remain online for you to review at your convenience.[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]








[bookmark: _heading=h.hbgfaz2wvvz6]




image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image9.png




image10.jpg




image1.jpg




image2.jpg




image3.jpg




image4.png




image5.png




