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	[bookmark: _heading=h.npk3ser30pwz]A Message from Pastor Debra:
 
In his book ‘On a Wild and Windy Mountain’, William Willimon tells of being in New Haven, Connecticut, as a student, during the Black Panther trials of 1969-1970. These trials centered on the killing of a 19-year-old named Alex Rackley, who was a member of the Black Panther Party in New Haven, Connecticut.  He was suspected of being an FBI informant. On May 17, 1969, Rackley was kidnapped, held at the New Haven Panther headquarters, tortured, interrogated and eventually murdered. The murder led to the arrest of nine Black Panther members.
In truth, the 1970’s was a challenging time for Canada and an even greater time of turbulence, strife, and discord in the United States. Much of the unrest of those days came to a focus during those Black Panther trials. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.impyg8zgs388]In his book, William Willimon explains that it was during that time that he happened to attend a choral mass at a Catholic church near Yale University. A boy's choir was singing an Ascension composition titled ‘Deus Ascendit – God Has Gone Up.’ Willimon misread it as ‘Deus Abscondit,’ which meant ‘God Has Abandoned Us.’ As he sat listening to the young voices of that choir, he recalled himself thinking, ‘How appropriate. God has gone up. Gone up and away. God has left us to our confusion. Abandoned us in the midst of the angry shouts of the mobs, the sound of gunfire and the rhetoric of the revolutionaries.’ God has indeed abandoned us.
After a time, as he continued to listen, he realized that the boys were not singing ‘Deus Abscondit,’ --- ‘God has abandoned us,’ but rather ‘Deus Ascendit,’ God has gone up. He was moved by his renewed understanding of the words of the song because he realized and understood that God in fact had not given up on us. Rather the Ascension of Jesus signaled that what Jesus had begun on earth, would be brought to completion in heaven even after his Ascension to heaven. I am reminded of the words of the Creed, which we say each week; ‘He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.’ He ascended not to abandon us, but to complete what he began through the work of the Holy Spirit, through the church and through his faithful people. Our Lord is still at work today governing us with empathy, love and mercy. Christ has not abandoned us.  He ascended into heaven and he will return.  
The Ascension is an important event in the life of our relationship with Christ.  It is so important that Luke describes it twice.  It is described in the last chapter of the gospel of Luke, Luke 24:50-53 and in the first chapter of the book of Acts, Acts 1:6-11. After appearing to them and being with them for forty days after his resurrection, it was time for him to return to heaven.  He had joined them in worship and had broken bread with them. He announced to them that they would soon receive an advocate, the Holy Spirit.  When the Holy Spirit came upon them, they would be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and even to the ends of the earth. After he gave them this assurance, he was lifted up before them into heaven. Deus Ascendit. God has gone up.
Jesus was very clear that none of us would know the day or time of his promised return and that we should trust that he would in fact return.  We continue to hold fast to that promise. Like the disciples, we may be tempted at times to stand around looking into the skies for his return, but that is not really what we are to be about.  We are to be about spreading the news that we have a God that we can trust, a God who sees and knows us and loves us.  There are no exceptions to this. Maybe that is why it seems to be taking so long for our Lord to return.
We are living in a turbulent time of unrest and uncertainty.  We are living in a time when Christ’s ways are often distorted to conform to the wants and desires of the powerful individuals who are more worldly centered than Christ centered.  These truths, add to our collective mistrust, disillusionment and fears. When we feel these things, it can be easy to misinterpret important words. ‘Deus Abscondit,’ --- ‘God Has Abandoned Us,’ has never been a factor in our relationship with God and never will be.  Even when Jesus ascended back into heaven, he made provisions for us by sending us the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit remains hard at work among us.  It is my prayer that on this Ascension Day, Thursday May 14, 2026 as the Spirit leads you, you might take some time, look into the skies and remember that Christ is there, the Holy Spirit is here and the promise that Jesus will return is true.  Alleluia! ‘Deus Ascendit – God Has Gone Up.’ Have a great month of May.

Blessings, Pastor Debra                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
[bookmark: _heading=h.xyzy3wi75pba]Duties and Responsibilities of the Sunday Ushers:[image: ][image: ]

BEFORE THE SERVICE  
1. Put up the hymn numbers
2. Turn off the fan in the sanctuary
3. Light the candles on the altar
4. Turn on the Lectern Light
5. Fold the bulletins
6. Hand out the bulletins
7. Ring the Bells (Begin ringing the bells 5 minutes before the service.  Let them ring between 15 and 20 times
8. Take the offering plate to the altar at the time of the offering
9. Count the number of people in church.
AFTER THE SERVICE
10. Check the number who have joined us online and write it on the calendar provided on the bulletin board.
11. Extinguish the candles on the altar
12. Put left over bulletins in the recycling bin in the cloak room
13. Check the pews for any garbage
[bookmark: _heading=h.jhlt3799acat]Offering Envelopes:[image: ][image: ][image: ]


We kindly ask that you please complete the date, name and address portions of each offering envelope used. This is a CRA requirement for all charitable donations. This also helps to make the Sunday morning count run smoothly. 

Please also note that all cheques must be made payable to Trinity Lutheran Church. It is not necessary and adds confusion when the word 'Starbuck' is added to this line.
We are deeply grateful for your continued and generous support of the work and ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church.

[bookmark: _heading=h.99n0stvlf5ut]May Church Cleaning Schedule:[image: ]

April 27-May 3: Wayne & Shirley P.
May 4-10: Cathy K.
May 11-17: Karen A. & Nicky A.
May 18-24: Shirley A.
May 25-31: Susan & Jeff R.

[bookmark: _heading=h.2uazdjwe20ru]Treasurer Report:

Overall income was assisted with five Sundays in March and is now only 12% below budget. Expenses are slightly below budget so the deficit to date is only $1,500 more than expected.[image: ]
	 
	Jan - Mar 26
	YTD Budget

	Total Income
	$30,937
	$35,068

	Total Expense
	$45,568
	$48,225

	Net Income
	-$14,631
	-$13,157


[bookmark: _heading=h.gr7gxo69k5ev]Readings for May 2026:

May 3, 2026			Easter 5
First Reading			Acts 7:55-60
Psalm				Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16[image: ]
Second Reading		            1 Peter 2:2-10
Gospel Reading		            John 14:1-14 

May 10, 2026 		            Easter 6
First Reading			Acts 17:22-31
Psalm				Psalm 66:8-20
Second Reading		            1 Peter 3:13-22
Gospel Reading		            John 14:15-21

May 17, 2026		            Easter 7 Ascension of Our Lord
First Reading			Acts 1:6-14
Psalm				Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
Second Reading		            1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Gospel Reading		            John 17:1-11 

May 24, 2026		            Day of Pentecost
First Reading			Acts 2:1-21
Psalm				Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Second Reading		            1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
Gospel Reading		            John 20:19-23 

May 31, 2026		            The Holy Trinity
First Reading			Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Psalm				Psalm 8
Second Reading		            2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Gospel Reading		            Matthew 28:16-20


Music Sunday May 10, 2026 - Mother’s Day:
[image: ][image: ]Once again, this year we will be celebrating Mother’s Day as our Music Sunday.  If you play an instrument or would like to sing, please sign up to be included in the worship service on Sunday May 10, 2026. There is a signup sheet on the table by the front door. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Debra.





image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image1.jpg




image2.jpg




image3.jpg




image4.png




image5.png




