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May 17, 2026
EASTER SEVEN
ELW – Holy Communion Setting Seven
May 17, 2026

Prelude
Announcements

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation.

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to come. (Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.)

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the earth, through the city, through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation.

Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.

Entrance Hymn    		Alleluia! Jesus is Risen				               ELW 377

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 		And also with you.

Kyrie										                             pg. 175 
Lord, have mercy on us; O Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy on us; O Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy on us; O Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy on us; O Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy on us; O Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy on us; O Lord, have mercy.

Canticle of Praise	   					                                                   pg. 176
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high!
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God.
Prayer of the Day
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading			Acts 1:6-14
Psalm				Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
Second Reading		1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Gospel Acclamation	                                                                                              pg. 179
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia! Alleluia!

Gospel Reading		John 17:1-11
Children’s Chat
Sermon

Hymn of the Day                The Stife is O’er, the Battle Done	                     	     ELW 366

Nicene Creed                                                                                                                  pg. 104
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the Lord, the giver of life,
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
   who with the Father and the Son 
   is worshiped and glorified,
   who has spoken through the prophets.
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
   We acknowledge one baptism 
   for the forgiveness of sins.
   We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Your creative power fills the universe. We ask that you bring favorable weather, nurture plants and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. We ask that you instill in political leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. We ask that you soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their families, heal the sick and all who are in need. We especially pray for all those whom you have entrusted to our care. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. We ask that you bless those experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, new employment, retirement and a change in their living situation.  Please accompany us in our prayers during these times. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We ask your special blessing upon everyone who will be travelling on this first long weekend of the season.  Bring them to their destinations and safely home again. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. We ask that you inspire us by the steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.




Sharing of the Peace  
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give it, as the world gives. Let not your hearts be troubled and neither let them be afraid.’ The peace of the Lord take hold of you, and those you love always.
And also with you. 

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offertory Hymn 		Blessing, Honor, and Glory 		                          ELW 433

Offertory Prayer              
Blessed are you, 
O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Dialogue											       pg. 180
The Lord be with you.				
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.					
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.		
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Saviour Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus											        pg. 181
Holy, holy, holy Lord God, God of might and power; holy is the Lord.
Holy, holy, holy, holy Lord God, God of might and power; holy is the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth.
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Thanksgiving at the Table
Eucharistic prayer
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer									                  pg. 182
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Saviour gave us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
       on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
        Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
       who sin against us.
      Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Prayer for Those on Line
Holy Lord, we believe that you are truly present in this Holy Sacrament. We love you above all things, and desire you within our hearts. Since those who are with us on line cannot now receive you sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into their hearts. Unite them to you, together with all your faithful people. We pray this prayer with all those gathered around the altars of your church. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  These are the gifts of God for the people of God.

Agnus Dei											       pg. 182
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace, grant us your peace.

Communion Distribution 

Prayer after Communion
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier be with you and remain with you always. Amen.

Sending Song		A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!			               ELW 393

Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Now, go in peace, tell what God has done. Thanks be to God.





















The First Reading is from the book of the book of Acts beginning at the 1st chapter and the 6th verse.  (Acts 1:6-14)

6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.”

 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God
Our Psalm is Psalm 68.  We will say the Psalm responsively by whole verse, beginning with verses 1 through 10, then moving to verse 32 through verse 35. (Reader, please read all of the verses so that the people on line can hear the responses as well.)

1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those who hate God flee.

2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away;
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be merry and joyful.

4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds;
  I Am is that name, rejoice before God! 

5In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;

6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom;
  but the rebels shall live in desert places.

7O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the wilderness,

8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the | God of Israel.

9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance when it languished.

10Your people found their home in it; 
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord.

33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.

34Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.

35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God! 












The Second Reading is from First Peter beginning at the 4th chapter and the 12th verse. 
(1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11)

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 

Spirit of God, is resting on you.

 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God











The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th chapter (John 17:1-11)
Glory to You O Lord!

1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.
 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”
Praise to You O Christ!
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