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	[bookmark: _heading=h.npk3ser30pwz][bookmark: _Hlk231461629]A Message from Pastor Debra:
 
“The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not want.” Psalm 23

I had always known that tradition recognized that David wrote the 23rd Psalm while he was tending his flocks in the Judean Wilderness.  In my mind I had not considered that the wilderness was in fact a brown, barren, desert.  I had always imagined David writing this Psalm in a lush green pasture beside the still blue water that he described.  I imagined that the writing of this Psalm would take place around a landscape which we see depicted on inspirational book marks and pictures where these encouraging words are written. This however is not the case. 

As I have shared with you before, in 2009 I had the opportunity to go to Israel.  While I was there, we went to the place where David is believed to have written this Psalm.  The Judean wilderness is in fact, a brown, barren, grassless, treeless wasteland.  In truth it is filled with secret, hungry life that would give anything to challenge the skills of a shepherd boy and feast on some unsuspecting lamb.  

It may be that the scotching heat of these last few days has brought this experience again to my mind.  I recall sitting on a hill with my fellow travellers in the heat of that desert sun, overlooking the vastness of that land.  As I think of this, I am still struck by the boy David’s incredible faith.  

David lived in a world filled with danger and hardship.  He faced that danger and hardship on a daily basis.  Still, he believed in a God who would care for him and help him care for his sheep.  This Psalm is an incredible statement of faith.

David saw not the world that was, but a world that could be.  In this world; in this new world revealed to him by God, there was no want or need.  In this world streams would one day flow in desert places and grass would grow on barren hills.  In this place an individual could walk safely in dangerous regions and know they would not be harmed.  

This heavenly world is one that I freely imagine as a reality for us on those days when I hear of individuals who are recipients of, or have participated in unsuspected, random acts of selfless kindness or bravery.  It is one that I passionately pray for to COME on those days when the pain and suffering of this current world threatens to suck the life out of those it victimizes. 

The message of hope revealed in this familiar Psalm was renewed within me when I was in Israel.  This last while, when the world we live in is in such turmoil, it is sometimes hard to picture the possibility of an oasis in the desert.  When we hear of the sufferings of our brothers and sisters around the world, it is hard to truly imagine what they are living through.  They are our example of what it means in this life to simply keep putting one foot in front of the other.

It is a known fact that those suffering around the world look to God in a way that many of us here in the Western world cannot.  I wonder how often God puts in their minds images of what can be,  


It is important that we remember the faith of those who have gone before us.  Their faith can help us to cope with the challenges we face in this world.  Their belief in a new world to come, joined with the hope filled visions of those currently living, can help make this new world a reality both in the here and now and in the world to come.  I encourage you this summer to imagine a world where peace and justice reign.  Where there is not homelessness or hunger and where all people are looked upon and treated as equals.  As you imagine this, remember that God is still in God’s heaven!  God will work in and through God’s people to restore this world to the place God intended it to be from the beginning.  

The Lord is our shepherd, with his help, may we help the world, beginning with our communities to know no want!  Have a blessed restful summer.  
-Pastor Debra                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
[bookmark: _heading=h.xyzy3wi75pba][image: ]Duties and Responsibilities of the Sunday Ushers:
BEFORE THE SERVICE  
1. Put up the hymn numbers
2. Turn off the fan in the sanctuary
3. Light the candles on the altar
4. Turn on the Lectern Light
5. Fold the bulletins
6. Hand out the bulletins
7. Ring the Bells (Begin ringing the bells 5 minutes before the service.  Let them ring between 15 and 20 times
8. Take the offering plate to the altar at the time of the offering
9. Count the number of people in church.
AFTER THE SERVICE
10. Check the number who have joined us online and write it on the calendar provided on the bulletin board.
11. Extinguish the candles on the altar
12. Put left over bulletins in the recycling bin in the cloak room
13. Check the pews for any garbage
[bookmark: _heading=h.jhlt3799acat][image: ][image: ][image: ]Offering Envelopes:

We kindly ask that you please complete the date, name and address portions of each offering envelope used. This is a CRA requirement for all charitable donations. This also helps to make the Sunday morning count run smoothly. 

Please also note that all cheques must be made payable to Trinity Lutheran Church. It is not necessary and adds confusion when the word 'Starbuck' is added to this line.
We are deeply grateful for your continued and generous support of the work and ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church.

[bookmark: _heading=h.99n0stvlf5ut][image: ]June Church Cleaning Schedule:

June 1-7: Rob & Shirley L.
June 8-14: Jeff & Brenda H.
June 15-21: Sandra A & Debbie A.S.
June 22-28 Esther A.
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Treasurer Report:

Thanks in part to a generous gift from the Shirley Rasmussen Estate, our income has caught up and is now slightly ahead of budget expectations. The apparent underrunning of expenses is primarily related to the timing of payments for the sidewalk and landscaping that will sort itself out over the next couple of months.  Overall, we are in good shape so far.
	 
	Jan - Apr 26
	YTD Budget

	Total Income
	$48,229*
	$46,757

	Total Expense
	$58,545
	$68,238

	Net Income
	-$10,316
	-$21,480


(* includes $4,000 donation from S. Rasmussen Estate) 

Readings for June 2026:

June 7, 2026			2nd Sunday after Pentecost
First Reading			Hosea 5:15—6:6
Psalm				Psalm 50:7-15
Second Reading		Romans 4:13-25
Gospel Reading		Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

June 14, 2026		3rd Sunday after Pentecost
First Reading			Exodus 19:2-8a
Psalm				Psalm 100
Second Reading		Romans 5:1-8
Gospel Reading		Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23]

June 21, 2026		4th Sunday after Pentecost
First Reading			Jeremiah 20:7-13
Psalm				Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18
Second Reading		Romans 6:1b-11
Gospel Reading		Matthew 10:24-39

June 28, 2026		5th Sunday after Pentecost
First Reading			Jeremiah 28:5-9
Psalm				Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
Second Reading		Romans 6:12-23
Gospel Reading		Matthew 10:40-42
Church Spring Cleaning:

[image: ]This year’s spring cleaning at the church has been scheduled for Saturday, June 13, 2026     beginning at 9:00 am.  We hope that as many people who are able will come out to help. The coffee pot will be on. Can’t make it? No worries—we’ve thoughtfully prepared a “To Do” list on the bulletin board, so you can still help… just on your own schedule. "Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much!". 
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