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A Message from Pastor Debra:
 
In Matthew 19:14, Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.’ 

Since 1991, our Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada has adopted a practice of inviting all the baptized to take part in the Holy Communion.  It has been the practice here for several years now, that children do not receive their first communion until they make public affirmation of their faith.  That is usually around the age of 13 or 14.  I know of only one occasion, before I became pastor here at Trinity, when parents of children requested that their children receive this sacrament at an earlier age.
In the last couple of years, families with children have been attending both worship and Sunday school.  Often children will reach out their hands to receive the sacrament.  While I can offer them a blessing, I often feel that they are being excluded from a rite that is theirs.  
At my recent meeting with the parents of our Sunday school children, I was asked if I could provide the children of our Sunday school with a ‘First Communion’ instruction.  I readily said that I could and would do this.  There are several curriculums that our church has put out that are geared to this.  
In late September, I will offer a First Communion class to children whose parents desire them to receive it.  The class will take place over three Saturday mornings.  The children will receive their first communion in a special service on the Sunday following their third class.  The proposed dates at this time are, Saturday September 19, 26 and Saturday October 3.  They would have their first communion on October 4, 2026.
I have chosen three Saturday mornings for instruction because this has been my practice in other congregations where I have served.  The focus of these classes will be to help the children know that the Sacrament of Holy Communion is a special gift given to us by Jesus.  This sacrament is intended to be received often because it helps us in a tangible way to remember that we are being supported by our Lord daily and can come to him daily.  
In my experience, the children of the church are often more receptive to the divine mystery which surrounds this special meal than most adults.  Perhaps it is a gift not meant to be fully understood, but to be freely received even as it has been freely given.
I have included the following selections on Baptism and the Eucharist that come from the statement on Sacramental Practices that was adopted by the 1991 biennial convention of the ELCIC. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.  It is my hope that these selections will also be of help. If you would like to receive the entire document, I can send it to you by e-mail.
I hope you all have a wonderful summer.  May it be a time of relaxation and renewal.  
Blessings and peace, Pastor Debra 







Statement on Sacramental practices in the ELCIC

3.3 ~ In Baptism we are called into the Christian community and incorporated into the body of Christ, in which we are made a new creation, reconciled to God, and entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation. The community of the baptized is, therefore, the body of Christ, continuing God's mission in the world and sharing in the hope of the world to come. (1 Cor. 12:12ff; 2 Cor. 5:14-21.)

5.5 ~ Eucharistic celebrations incorporate the whole Christian church in every time and place. The whole church is involved in each local eucharistic celebration (1 Cor. 10:16-17).

5.7 ~ Participation in the Lord's Supper empowers and compels us to imitate the example of our Lord who is both host and servant and to embody and reflect the unity which the Lord's Supper symbolizes. (Lk. 22:24-27; Jn. 13:1 20; 1 Cor. 10:17.)

5.8 ~ In Baptism we are incorporated into the body of Christ, the church. In Holy Communion the church is nourished and strengthened. Therefore, we speak of and practice communion of the baptized.

6.9 ~ The Lord's Supper is God's meal for the baptized. Admission to the Supper is by Christ's invitation, offered through the church to the baptized.

6.11 ~ Preparation for the sacrament does not make one worthy to receive the sacrament. However, personal preparation, which may include self-examination, private confession, prayer, fasting, reconciliation with others, and meditation, is encouraged.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
___________________________________________Duties and Responsibilities of the Sunday Ushers:[image: ][image: ]

BEFORE THE SERVICE  
1. Put up the hymn numbers
2. Turn off the fan in the sanctuary
3. Light the candles on the altar
4. Turn on the Lectern Light
5. Fold the bulletins
6. Hand out the bulletins
7. Ring the Bells (Begin ringing the bells 5 minutes before the service.  Let them ring between 15 and 20 times
8. Take the offering plate to the altar at the time of the offering
9. Count the number of people in church.
AFTER THE SERVICE
10. Check the number who have joined us online and write it on the calendar provided on the bulletin board.
11. Extinguish the candles on the altar
12. Put left over bulletins in the recycling bin in the cloak room
13. Check the pews for any garbage   
[bookmark: _heading=h.jhlt3799acat][image: ][image: ][image: ]___________________________________________Offering Envelopes:  

We kindly ask that you please complete the date, name and address portions of each offering envelope used. This is a CRA requirement for all charitable donations. This also helps to make the Sunday morning count run smoothly. 

Please also note that all cheques must be made payable to Trinity Lutheran Church. It is not necessary and adds confusion when the word 'Starbuck' is added to this line.

We are deeply grateful for your continued and generous support of the work and ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church.
[bookmark: _heading=h.99n0stvlf5ut]___________________________________________Summer Church Cleaning Schedule:

[image: ]June 29-July 5: Ken & Becki A.
July 6-12: Wayne & Shirley P.
July 13-19: Ed & Jane R.
July 20-26: Estelle T.
July 27-August 2: Bob & Sandy C.
August 3-9: Brad & Diane R.
August 10-16: Marcel & Chrstine H.
August 17-23: VACANT
August 24-30 Jeff & Brenda H.


There has been some discussion in recent years about updating how we clean the main floor of the church.  With a declining and aging congregation, it is gradually becoming a little harder for congregational members to provide this service.  Many years ago, monthly cleaning of the basement was subcontracted out to relieve the effort required by congregation members in this area of the church.  It has been noticed that occasionally the weekly cleaning of the main floor is left undone, but there are also several families that have volunteered to clean more than once a year.  

One idea that has been brought forth has been to subcontract cleaning of the main floor once a month, with the other weeks cleaned by our congregational member volunteers.  To do this, we would need to:
     - find someone interested in doing this work once a month  
     - include the cost of this in our yearly budget
     - develop a new cleaning schedule that inserts one week of paid cleaning each month 

There are currently 6 families who volunteer to clean the church twice during the year. One of their cleaning weeks would be removed when a new schedule is developed.

Council's questions to the congregation are:
     - Are you in favour of subcontracting cleaning of the church sanctuary once a month?
     - Do you know anyone that would be interested in cleaning the church?
     - would you be willing to slightly increase your giving to cover the cost of paid cleaning?
     - Do you have any other suggestions on the church cleaning schedule?

Please provide your feedback to members of the Property Committee: Benjamin Zinn, Grant Olson or Stuart Janke.

[bookmark: _heading=h.2uazdjwe20ru]___________________________________________Treasurer Report:

[image: ]Income is 6% ahead of expectations, partially helped out by 5 Sundays in May.  Expenses are below budget but starting to increase with the sidewalk completion and then the landscaping over the summer.  Overall, we are in good shape.


	 
	Jan - May 26
	YTD Budget

	Total Income
	$61,964
	$58,447

	Total Expense
	$87,671
	$98,750

	Net Income
	-$25,708
	-$40,303




[bookmark: _heading=h.gr7gxo69k5ev]___________________________________________Readings for Summer 2026:

July 5, 2026			6th Sunday after Pentecost	 
First Reading			Zechariah 9:9-12
Psalm				Psalm 145:8-14
Second Reading		            Romans 7:15-25a
Gospel Reading		            Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

July 12, 2026		            7th Sunday after Pentecost	 
First Reading			Isaiah 55:10-13
Psalm				Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
Second Reading		            Romans 8:1-11
Gospel Reading		            Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

July 19, 2026		            8th Sunday after Pentecost	 
First Reading			Isaiah 44:6-8
Psalm				Psalm 86:11-17
Second Reading		            Romans 8:12-25
Gospel Reading		            Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

July 26, 2026		            9th Sunday after Pentecost	 
First Reading			1 Kings 3:5-12
Psalm				Psalm 119:129-136[image: ]
Second Reading		            Romans 8:26-39
Gospel Reading		            Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

August 2, 2026		            10th Sunday after Pentecost	 
First Reading			Isaiah 55:1-5
Psalm				Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Second Reading		            Romans 9:1-5
Gospel Reading		            Matthew 14:13-21 

August 9, 2026		            11th Sunday after Pentecost	 
First Reading			1 Kings 19:9-18
Psalm				Psalm 85:8-13
Second Reading		            Romans 10:5-15
Gospel Reading 		            Matthew 14:22-33

August 16, 2026		12th Sunday after Pentecost	 
First Reading			Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Psalm				Psalm 67
Second Reading		            Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Gospel Reading		            Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 

August 23, 2026		13th Sunday after Pentecost	 
First Reading			Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm				Psalm 138
Second Reading		            Romans 12:1-8
Gospel Reading		            Matthew 16:13-20

August 30, 2025		14th Sunday after Pentecost	 
First Reading			Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm				Psalm 26:1-8
Second Reading		            Romans 12:9-21
Gospel Reading		            Matthew 16:21-28 
	 
September 6, 2026		15th Sunday after Pentecost	 
First Reading			Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm				Psalm 119:33-40
Second Reading		            Romans 13:8-14
Gospel Reading		            Matthew 18:15-20 
___________________________________________A message from the Editor:

Hello everyone! If ever you have anything you would like included in upcoming newsletters, please email me at: briannahoude@gmail.com Have a great summer!!
[bookmark: _heading=h.uu9mozhjpj9m]-Brianna
[image: ]___________________________________________TLC Book Club:


The TLC Book Club met again this year on a regular basis.  We usually met on a Wednesday afternoon at one of the participants' homes.  It was a wonderful time of discovery, learning, and insightful sharing. This year we read four books in total.  They were: The Book Thief by Markus Zusak, Small Things Like These by Claire Keegan, Finding Flora by Elinor Florence and Wildwood by Elinor Florence. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.pj8clheimihm]We will resume our book club meetings on Tuesday, September 15, 2026 at 1:30 pm at Elaine Janke’s home. For the next book club, we will be reading two summertime books: My Every Breath: A Memoir of Love, Loss & Hope by Anna Maynard and Lady Tan’s Circle of Women by Lisa See. If you are interested in attending, please call Pastor Debra at the church (204) 735-2503 or on her cell phone at (204) 807-1709.
___________________________________________Sunday School Update:

Our regular weekly Sunday school program was completed on Sunday May 31, 2026.  Thank you to the teachers and parents of our Sunday school for their dedication and commitment to our program. 
On Sunday May 24, 2026, the parents of our Sunday school met with Pastor Debra.  It was a very constructive meeting.  Pastor Debra had prepared several questions regarding our Sunday school program to assist the conversation.  The following are some changes we will experiment with.

· Opportunities will be given for the children to participate in some age-appropriate leadership roles in the service (i.e. reading, ushering).[image: ]
· We will experiment with the children leaving for Sunday School during the service after the children’s chat, before the sermon. Our children are still quite young and two hours can be a very long time for them to sit and listen.  
· We will be reaching out to congregational members to sign up to assist with Sunday school teaching and with some of our special programs (i.e. Advent Club, Love Your Neighbour Coffee time, Easter Club and Sunday school picnic).
· We will work on making an online sign-up sheet available.  In addition to this, we are looking to see if we can make online access to curriculum materials available.  This would make it easier for individuals to fill in when teachers or assistants are needed.

It was also requested that we offer a first communion class to the children in our Sunday school from Grade one and up. Pastor Debra will prepare a first Communion class schedule that would take place over three Saturdays in September. On the Sunday following the third class, the children will receive their First Communion. Parents who still want their children to wait will be supported in making that decision.
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