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Prelude

The Lord be with you.  Good morning and welcome to our special Rally Day Service of Worship on this 17th Sunday after Pentecost.  Welcome to all of you who are worshiping with us here in person, as well as those of you who are worshipping with us on line.  A special welcome to any who are visiting with us today.  This morning’s service is a service of the Word found in your red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book.  Let us now pause as we prepare ourselves for this worship time.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Children and parents are invited to gather around the font.
 
Today we give thanks for the gift of Holy Baptism.  Because we are Lutheran, we recall what Martin Luther wrote about this gift in the Small Catechism. So, I ask you:
 
What is baptism?
Baptism is not simply plain water. Instead, it is water used according to God’s command and connected with God’s word.
 
What gifts does baptism grant?
It brings about forgiveness of sins, redeems from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe it, as the words and promise of God declare.
 
How can water do such great things?
Clearly the water does not do it, but the Word of God, which is with and alongside the water, and faith, which trusts this word of God in the water.
For without the Word of God the water is plain water and not a baptism, but with the Word of God it is a baptism, that is, a grace-filled water of life and a bath of the new birth in the Holy Spirit.
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed in God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
 


Presentation of Bibles
[bookmark: _Hlk240316855]Today we have with us here at the font Naomi Hitching and Nolan Nabess. When you were baptized, your family and your church family made some promises to God. They promised to live with you among God’s faithful people, bring you to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach you the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in your hands the holy scriptures, and nurture you in faith and prayer.

You are now at an age when you are beginning to read well and can read the Bible for yourself! Together we are going to fulfill our promise to God to place in your hands the holy scriptures. 
Naomi, God’s word is a lamp to your feet and a light to your path.
Nolan, God’s word is a lamp to your feet and a light to your path.

Congregation
May you find God in these scriptures,	the holy story of God’s love for us, and may it open your eyes to see God in the world around you. Amen.
 
Gathering Song		I Love to Tell the Story					     ELW 661

Greeting											       pg. 175
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.    

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading		Genesis 9:13-17	
Psalm			Psalm 119:100-105
Second Reading	Galatians 5:22-23a, 25 –6:2		
	
Gospel Acclamation                                                                                         pg. 216
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel Reading	Matthew 19:13-15		
Sermon

Hymn of the Day		     Lord I Lift Your Name on High		         ELW 857 x 2

Installation of the 2026 Sunday School Leadership Team
Sunday School is an important part of the life of a Christian, because it is here that you grow in your faith by learning the stories of our faith and you join with other Christians as we build up the body of Christ. Today we Install our Sunday School Teachers and Youth Leaders. 
At this time, I would like to invite our Sunday school teachers to come forward.
Teachers:	Liza Rasmussen --- Brenda Halstead --- Angela Fossay and parents and grandparents of our Sunday school teachers to stand.
Our Lord, who came along among us as a servant, calls us to faith and a life of loving service to our neighbour. You stand among us as those called to provide a particular service, a gift from God to inspire us to love and good works. 
For as in one body, we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members of another.  We have gifts that differ according to the grace given us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Will you assume the ministry for which you have been called in the confidence it comes from God? 
If so respond, I will, and I ask God to help me. 

Will you teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Lutheran Church? 
If so respond, I will, and I ask God to help me. 

Will you be diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and faithful in your use of the means of grace and prayer? 
If so respond I will, and I ask God to help me. 

Will you trust in God’s care, seek to grow in love for those you serve, strive for excellence in your skills, and adorn the Gospel of God with a godly life? 
If so respond, I will, and I ask God to help me. 

Almighty God, who has given you the will to so these things, graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them.  Amen

I now declare you member of our 2026 Sunday school team, in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen

Prayers of Intercession						                                    

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Dear God we pray for the church, its ministry, and the mission of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Dear God we pray for the well-being of creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Dear God we pray for peace and justice in the world, the nations and those in authority. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Dear God we pray for Naomi and Nolan who received their grade 3 bibles today; Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Dear God we pray for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We pray for the poor, worried, grieving, lonely and sick.  We especially remember everyone who you have given us to pray for.  Help them to know you are with them and give them peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Dear God we pray for this congregation, we especially pray for your teachers and youth leaders.  Grant them wisdom, patience and joy in their ministry.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Dear God, Creator of all that exists, we thank you for the joy of watching new life begin and for the privilege of sharing with you in your continuing creation. In your mercy, grant that these blessings may continue to us and even to our children’s children. We give thanks to you for the safe arrival of Norah Elizabeth Surgenor, to Hannah and Jake and big sister Laurel, proud grandparents Tammy and Colin and great grandma Marj Kendall. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Dear God we pray for all who died this past week.  Be with their family and friends who love them and are sad because they miss them.  Help them to know that their loved ones are at peace with you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we give over to you all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace 				           			        
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING
God hears the prayers of all to call out from the heart.
 
Announcements and offering
I have a few announcements to share with you.  Please look at your ‘This Week at Trinity’ for the rest. 	 
We have begun our Thanksgiving Food Drive.  The food items we gather will be taken to the Cartier Cares Food Bank in Elie just after Thanksgiving.  Our Lutheran area conference is planning an area wide conference meeting from to be held in Morris from 10:00 to 2:00 pm on Saturday, October 24th.  Please consider attending. There will be no potluck lunch next Sunday, September 27th because of the fowl supper.  You are encouraged to attend the fowl supper at the Starbuck Hall.  There are two sittings and the tickets are $25 each.  Are there any other announcements?

Canticle of Thanksgiving								                  pg. 219
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.

Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe;
just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations.

Who can fail to honor you, Lord, and sing the glory of your name?
Salvation belongs to our God 
and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.
For you alone are the Holy One, and blessed is the one whose name is the Word of 
God. All praise and thanks to you, holy God!

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.


Blessing of Backpacks
Dear God, at the beginning of this new school year, we ask your blessing on these backpacks, and especially on the children who will wear them. As they do the very important work of being students, bless them with eagerness to learn, that their world may grow large; respect for teachers and other students, that they may form healthy relationships; love for nature, that they may become caretakers of your creation; happiness when learning is easy and stick-to-it-iveness when it is hard; faith in Jesus as their best teacher and closest friend.
We ask that you would protect these, your own children. Watch over them and keep them safe as they travel to and from school. As they learn, help them also to discover the different gifts that you have given each one of them to be used in your work in the world. As they hear the many voices that will fill their days, help them to listen most carefully for your voice, the one that tells them you will love them always, no matter what. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word                                                                                              pg. 220
Let us pray.
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer   							                             pg. 221

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
       and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
       who trespass against us
       and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier be with you and remain with you always. Amen.

Sending Song		        Guide My Feet		 			     ACS 987



Guide My Feet

[A leader sings the words in parentheses]
1	(Guide my feet) while I run this race.
	(Guide my feet) while I run this race.
	(Guide my feet) while I run this race,
	for I don't want to run this race in vain.

2	(Hold my hand) while I run this race.
	(Hold my hand) while I run this race.
	(Hold my hand) while I run this race,
	for I don't want to run this race in vain.

3	(Stand by me) while I run this race.
	(Stand by me) while I run this race.
	(Stand by me) while I run this race,
	for I don't want to run this race in vain.
	
4	(I'm your child) while I run this race.
	(I'm your child) while I run this race.
	(I'm your child) while I run this race,
	for I don't want to run this race in vain.

5	(Search my heart) while I run this race.
	(Search my heart) while I run this race.
	(Search my heart) while I run this race,
	for I don't want to run this race in vain.

Text: African American spiritual

Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Now, go in peace, serve one another and our Lord. Thanks be to God.















[bookmark: _Hlk240318132]The First Reading is from Genesis beginning at the 9th chapter and the 13th verse.  (Genesis 9:13-17)  

13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God





Psalm is Psalm 119.  We will say the Psalm responsively by whole verse beginning with verse 101 and concluding with verse 105. (Reader, please read all of the verses so that the people on line can hear the responses as well.)

101I restrain my feet from every evil way,
that I may keep your word.

102I do not turn aside from your judgments,
because you yourself have taught me.

103How sweet are your words to my taste!
They are sweeter than honey to my mouth.

104Through your commandments I gain understanding;
therefore I hate every lying way.

105Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light upon my path.






Second Reading is from Galatians beginning at the 5th chapter and the 22nd verse. 
[bookmark: _Hlk240318172](Galatians 5:22-23a, 25 –6:2)

22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one another.
6My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God



The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 19th chapter (Matthew 19:13-15)
Glory to You O Lord!

 13 Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; 14but Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’ 15 And he laid his hands on them and went on his way.
Praise to You O Christ
2
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