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September 6, 2026
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ELW Service of the Word
September 6, 2026

Prelude

The Lord be with you.  Good morning and welcome to our service of worship on this 15th Sunday after Pentecost.  Welcome to all of you who are worshiping with us here in person. There will be no Zoom stream available today.  A special welcome to any who are visiting with us today.  This morning’s service is a service of the Word found in your red Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book.  Let us now pause as we prepare ourselves for this worship time.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness							                  pg. 211 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

In the name of Father, and the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Entrance Hymn    	   	Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven		               ELW 864

Greeting											        pg. 213
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.


Kyrie											                pg. 213
Kyrie eleison: 	Lord, have mercy.
Christe eleison: 	Christ, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison: 	Lord, have mercy.

Canticle of Praise		Holy God, We Praise Your Name		        ELW 414 vs 1

Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

First Reading		Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm			Psalm 119:33-40
Second Reading	Romans 13:8-14
	
[bookmark: _Hlk86091827]Gospel Acclamation                                                                                         pg. 216
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel Reading	Matthew 18:15-20		
Sermon

Hymn of the Day       	        In All Our Grief 				  	    ELW 615

Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                              pg. 217
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.

Proclaiming God, we ask that you empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Forming God, we ask that you renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Governing God, we ask that you turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labour. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Attending God, we ask that you wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. We pray for all who are sick, in hospital or have any need, especially all those whom you have entrusted to our care.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gathering God, we ask that you resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our imperfections. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, we pray for all who are travelling on this long weekend.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
 
Loving God, your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope of this promise.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Sharing of the Peace 				           			        
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING
God hears the prayers of all to call out from the heart.
 
Announcements and Offering
I have a few announcements to share with you.  Please look at your ‘This Week at Trinity’ for the rest. 	 
This week we resume many of our regular church meetings.  On Tuesday morning, the Meridian council will meet and on Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm the church council will meet.  I will meet with our youth leaders on Wednesday at 6:00 pm.  We have begun our Thanksgiving Food Drive.  The food items we gather will be taken to the Cartier Cares Food Bank in Elie just after Thanksgiving.  Our Lutheran area conference is planning an area wide conference meeting to be held in Morris from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm on Saturday October 24th.  Please consider attending. At our Trinity parents request, we will be offering First Communion instruction to all children aged 5 and up. The class will take place over two Saturday mornings. The dates are Saturday, September 19th, and 26th. The children will receive their first communion on Sunday, September 27th. Are there any other announcements?

Canticle of Thanksgiving								                  pg. 219
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.

Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe;
just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations.

Who can fail to honor you, Lord, and sing the glory of your name?
Salvation belongs to our God 
and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.
For you alone are the Holy One, and blessed is the one whose name is the Word of 
God. All praise and thanks to you, holy God!

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.

Thanksgiving for the Word                                                                                              pg. 220
Let us pray.
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer   							                              pg.221

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
       and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
       who trespass against us
       and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.




Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier be with you and remain with you always. Amen.

Sending Song	         Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ			    ELW 674

Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Now, go in peace, serve one another and our Lord. Thanks be to God.


































[bookmark: _Hlk239318810]The First Reading is from the book of Ezekiel beginning at the 33rd chapter and the 7th verse.  (Ezekiel 33:7-11)  
  
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 

but you will have saved your life.

  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God






Our Psalm is Psalm 119.  We will say the Psalm responsively by whole verse beginning with verse 33 and concluding with verse 40. (Reader, please read all of the verses so that the people on line can hear the responses as well.)

 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
  and I shall keep it to the end.

 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
  I shall keep it with all my heart.

 35 Lead me in the path of your commandments,
  for that is my desire.

 36 Incline my heart to your decrees
  and not to unjust gain. 

 37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
  give me life in your way.

 38 Fulfill your promise to your servant,
  which is for those who fear you.

 39 Turn away the reproach. that I dread,
  because your judgments are good.

 40 Behold, I long for your commandments;
  by your righteousness enliven me. 

The Second Reading is from Romans beginning at the 13th chapter and the 8th verse.  (Romans 13:8-14)

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is 

the fulfilling of the law.

  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God








The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18th chapter (Matthew 18:15-20)
Glory to You O Lord!


[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
Praise to You O Christ!
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