[bookmark: _Hlk149050892]Trinity Lutheran Church
Box 118 Starbuck Manitoba R0G 2P0
204-735-2503
www.tlcstarbuck.com


   



[image: ]








October 25, 2026
Reformation Sunday
Holy Communion ELW Setting Seven 
October 25, 2026

Prelude

The Lord be with you.  Good morning and welcome to our service of worship on this Reformation Sunday.  Welcome to all of you who are worshiping with us here in person, as well as those of you who are worshipping with us on line.  A special welcome to any who are visiting with us today.  This morning’s service is a service of Holy Communion.  We will be using setting 7 found in your red Evangelical Lutheran Church worship book. You are all welcome at our Lord’s table.  This morning, we will have continuous communion.  Let us pause as we prepare ourselves for this worship time.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness							                    pg. 94 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

In the name of Father, and the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Entrance Hymn    	   	A Mighty Fortress is Our God 				    ELW 504

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 		
And also with you.


Kyrie										                             pg. 175 
Lord, have mercy on us; O Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy on us; O Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy on us; O Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy on us; O Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy on us; O Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy on us; O Lord, have mercy.

Canticle of Praise	   					                                                   pg. 176
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high!
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God.
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Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Chat

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading 	Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 			Psalm 46
Second Reading 	Romans 3:19-28

Gospel Acclamation	                                                                                              pg. 179
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia!

Gospel		John 8:31-36
Sermon

Hymn of the Day                Baptized and Set Free					     ELW 453

The Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                      pg. 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
           Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge
 the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.

As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin Luther and the reformers of the church in every generation. We ask that you empower us to continue the work of reform and renewal in our own day. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

We pray for the healing of natural places and we ask that you give all living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by them. We ask that you give wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and attorneys; give courage and peace to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its leaders, that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who are sick or suffering. We especially pray for those who you have entrusted to our care. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. We ask that you encourage and guide them, that they may find their hope in you. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all those loved ones who have gone before us and are at rest in you.  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Sharing of the Peace  
The peace of the Lord be with you all.		And also with you. 



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Announcements
I have a few announcements to share with you.  Please look at your ‘This week at Trinity’ for the rest. 	 
	This coming Tuesday morning at 10:00 am we will continue with our Adult Bible Study. We are studying St. Paul’s letter to the Romans.  The title of the Bible Study is ‘Good News that Changes Everything’.  This week we are talking about the Good news about Hope (Romans 4-5)
	Also, on Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 pm, our book club will meet at the home of Cathy Kendall. We will be reading Kisses from Katie by Katie Davis.
	The choir and handbells will meet on Wednesday at 7:00 and 8:05.  Confirmation class will meet on Thursday at noon.   
We will be offering First Communion instruction to all children aged 5 and up. The class will take place over two Saturday mornings. The dates are still to be determined. Please let me know if you would like your children to participate. 
Thank you to everyone who went to St. Paul’s in Brunkild for the service last Sunday.  Once again it was a very good showing of our support to them.

Offertory Hymn		For the Fruit of all Creation				    ELW 679 

Offertory Prayer              
Blessed are you,  O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Dialogue											       pg. 180
The Lord be with you.				
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.					
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.		
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 




Sanctus											        pg. 181
Holy, holy, holy Lord God, God of might and power; holy is the Lord.
Holy, holy, holy, holy Lord God, God of might and power; holy is the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth. 
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth.
Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Thanksgiving at the Table
Eucharistic Prayer
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer									                  pg. 182
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Saviour gave us:
Our Father in heaven, 
        hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,
       on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
        Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
       who sin against us.
      Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Prayer for Those on Line
Holy Lord, we believe that you are truly present in this Holy Sacrament. We love you above all things, and desire you within our hearts. Since those who are with us on line cannot now receive you sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into their hearts. Unite them to you, together with all your faithful people gathered around the altars of your church. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  These are the gifts of God for the people of God.

Agnus Dei											       pg. 182
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace, grant us your peace.
Communion Distribution 

Prayer after Communion
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier be with you and remain with you always. Amen.

Sending Song		Canticle of the Turning 					    ELW 723

Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Now, go in peace, tell what God has done. Thanks be to God.













The First Reading is from the book of the prophet Jeremiah beginning at the 31st chapter and the 31st verse.  (Jeremiah 31:31-34)
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God
Our Psalm is Psalm 46.  We will say the Psalm responsively by whole verse. (Reader, please read all of the verses so that the people on line can hear the responses as well.)

 1God is our refuge and strength,
  a very present help in trouble.

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

 3though its waters rage and foam,
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
  the holy habitation of the Most High.

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
  God shall help it at the break of day.

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 

 7The LORD of hosts is with us;
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”

 11The LORD of hosts is with us;
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 








The Second Reading is from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans beginning at the 3rd chapter and the 19th verse.  (Romans 3:19-28)
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 

comes the knowledge of sin.

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God

















The Holy Gospel according to John the 8th chapter (John 8:31-36)
Glory to You O Lord!

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do mean by 

saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
Praise to You O Christ!
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