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October 4, 2026
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ELW Service of the Word
October 4, 2026

Prelude

The Lord be with you.  Good morning and welcome to our service of worship on this 19th Sunday after Pentecost.  Welcome to all of you who are worshiping with us here in person, as well as those of you who are worshipping with us on line.  A special welcome to any who are visiting with us today.  This morning’s service is a service of the Word found in your red Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book.  Let us now pause as we prepare ourselves for this worship time.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness							                  pg. 211
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen

Entrance Hymn    		Morning Has Broken					    ELW 556 

Greeting											        pg. 213
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie											                pg. 213
Kyrie eleison: 	Lord, have mercy.
Christe eleison: 	Christ, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison: 	Lord, have mercy.

Canticle of Praise									 	        pg. 213	
[bookmark: _Hlk241742481]Prayer of the Day
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Chat		Susan Burns

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

First Reading			Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm				Psalm 80:7-15  
Second Reading		Philippians 3:4b-14
		
[bookmark: _Hlk86091827]Gospel Acclamation                                                                                         pg. 216
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel Reading		Matthew 21:33-46
Sermon

Hymn of the Day       	There in God’s Garden 					    ELW 342

Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                              pg. 217
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk241742465]Prayers of Intercession
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and transform your holy church.  We especially remember Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society and those who continue serve as Diaconal ministers, especially the Sisters of the ELCA Deaconess community.  We give thanks for the work of Deacon Michelle Collins assistant to Bishop Jason and pray that you will continue to bless her with wisdom and enthusiasm for ministry. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of every creature, we ask that you bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation especially St. Francis of Assisi, also a renewer of the church. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of every tribe and nation, we ask that you restore peace to the world’s conflict zones and shelter those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and refugees. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. We ask that you grant healing and relief to all who are sick or suffering. We especially pray for those who you have entrusted to our care. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give thanks for teachers of the faith especially our Sunday school teachers and youth leaders. We ask that you fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they may inspire others with your truth. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of unwavering love. We ask that you be with Pastor Debra and her family as they celebrate the baptism and affirmation of faith of her great niece Sophie Ella Jackson. We ask that you confirm the faith of Sophie faith, guide her life, empower her in her serving, give her patience in suffering, and bring her to everlasting life.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace 				           			        
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING
God hears the prayers of all to call out from the heart.
 
Announcements and offering
I have a few announcements to share with you.  Please look at your ‘This Week at Trinity’ for the rest. There will be no confirmation class this week on Thursday at noon.  Pastor Debra is currently on holidays with her family in Ontario and will return on Tuesday afternoon October 13th.  While she is away, Pastor David will cover for her and Pastor Trudy in Carman will be his back up.  As you are able, we invite you to make contributions to our Thanksgiving Food Drive.  The food items we gather will be taken to the Cartier Cares Food Bank in Elie just after Thanksgiving.  On Sunday October 18th, we will move our service to St. Paul’s Lutheran church in Brunkild, so we will not have a service here and there will be no Sunday school.  We do encourage our families to come to St. Paul’s for that special joint service.  Our Lutheran area conference is planning an area wide conference meeting from to be held in Morris from 10:00 to 2:00 pm on Saturday October 24th.  This is our first conference meeting since 2019.  Are there any other announcements?

Canticle of Thanksgiving								                  pg. 219
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.

Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe;
just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations.

Who can fail to honor you, Lord, and sing the glory of your name?
Salvation belongs to our God 
and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.
For you alone are the Holy One, and blessed is the one whose name is the Word of 
God. All praise and thanks to you, holy God!

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.

Thanksgiving for the Word                                                                                              pg. 220
Let us pray.  O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer   							                              pg.221

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
       and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
       who trespass against us
       and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
The blessing of God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier be with you and remain with you always. Amen.

Sending Song		       We Are an Offering	  			       ELW 692 x 2

Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Now, go in peace, serve one another and our Lord. Thanks be to God.























[bookmark: _Hlk241742407]The First Reading is from the book of the prophet Isaiah beginning at the 5th chapter and the 1st verse. 
 1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?
 5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and horns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
 7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of  Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God
Our Psalm is Psalm 80.  We will say the Psalm responsively by whole verse beginning with verse 7 and concluding with verse 15. (Reader, please read all of the verses so that the people on line can hear the responses as well.)

 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

 8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
  you cast out the nations and planted it.

 9 You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.

 10 The mountains were covered by its shadow
  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

 11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.

 12 Why have you broken down its wall,
  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?

 13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.

 14 Turn now, O God of hosts,
  look down from heaven;

 15 behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted. 





The Second Reading is from St Paul’s letter to the Philippians beginning at the 3rd chapter and the 4th verse. (Philippians 3:4b-14)

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 

under the law, blameless.

  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from 

the dead.

 12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  Thanks be to God
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 21st chapter (Matthew 21:33-46)
Glory to You O Lord!
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those  tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?

        43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 

pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
Praise to You O Christ! 
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